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Clusters make
thinking about
teaching visible

and collaborative
on a shared
sketchpad
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A CLASS DISCUSSION CLUSTER

You wouldn’t necessarily introduce
clusters of this complexity to teachers.
But leaders would want to know the
thinking behind the links. On the left, for
example, we see the goals that lead to
Class Discussion being so important. And
on the right, we see the supporting
strategies that enable higher quality and
fuller participation in the discussion. If
you trace a line from the centre to the
border, you can fill in the logic of why the
outer WalkThrus support the success of
the one on their left.
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TEACHING WALKTHRUS

A FEEDBACK CLUSTER

The type of focus here is obvious:
Feedback As Actions. Its size heralds its
central role. On its left, we see the
contexts which drive the purpose for an
action-oriented approach to feedback.
Whole-Class Feedback, for example,
identifies patterns of misconceptions or
errors in a class whose corrections lay in
students taking action — practising the
correct procedures. Alongside this logic,
there may well be a need for some Short
Feedback Loops wherein a teacher
intervenes by modellling and monitoring
the consolidation of the learning.
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A RETRIEVAL PRACTICE CLUSTER

The A Repertoire of Retrieval Routines
offers teachers the flexibility to adapt to
the changing rates and directions of
learning. Correspondingly, we see
arrayed around the centre, the most
closely related WalkThrus. Any series of
linked strategies reveal their reasoning.
Quizzing, for example, helps Building
Fluency which, in turn, needs a later
Consolidation.

You may want to present part of such a
cluster to your staff for them to make the
link from one hexagon to its neighbour.




